Oakland Girl Seen 
As^ Ari’d'tlfe^Wi I ma' 


By ALAN McALLASTER 


Another Wilma Rudolph de¬ 
veloping right here in Oak¬ 
land? 

JL^a jSradshaw,\ Madison 
JirnioTiTig h nin t h -grader, in¬ 
tends to compete in the 1964 
Olympic Games. 

And Harris Flowers, coach 
of her team, the Oakettes, has 
no doubt his pupil will make 
the Tokyo trip. 

“She has fantastic speed 
now,” he says, “and by 1964 
she should be doing what 
Wilma did two years ago.” 

The Sullivan Award winner, 
who has since become Mrs. 


Boys OK, Too 

In addition to a fine girls 
team, Madison Junior High 
also has an outstanding male 
track squad. 

The boys are unb^ten in 


peted in the junior high city 
championships for the first 
time, winning the title by out- 
scoring defending champ Hoo¬ 
ver, 94.84. 

Top individual efforts were 
a record breaking 20-7 broad 
jump by Robert Smith, an 
eighth-grader, and a six-foot 
high jump by ninth grader 
Charles Smith. 


Wilma Rudolph Ward, won 
the women’s 100-meters in 11 
seconds flat, the 200 in 24-flat 
and anchored the winning 400- 
meter relay team to a 44.5 
mark during the 1960 Games 
at Rome. 

It’s a big record for a 15- 
year-old to be shooting for, 
but Linda is well on her way. 

She’s run the 100-yard dash 
in 11.2, less than a second off 
the listed world record for 
women, and has already 
broken a national record in 
the 75-yard dash. 

Last Saturday at the Pa¬ 


cific Association AAU Junior] 
Olympic Games Linda won 
the intermediate girls’ 75 in 
8.5, chopping two-tenths of a 
second off the former U.S. 
mark. She does the 50 in 6.1. 

“Linda has just been 
running for a year,” Flowers 
points out, “and she has 
brought her times down 
from 12-flat in the 100 and 9.4 
in the 75. 

“By 1964 she should be well 
under 11 seconds for the 100 
and around 8.4 for the 50.” 

At 5-foot-7 and 138 pounds, 
Linda is strong and long- 
legged. She gets into condi¬ 
tion quickly and is progress¬ 
ing well. Flowers says. She is 
popular in school and an A 
student as weU. 

Miss Bradshaw and the 
other members of the Oak- 

will a 


tomorrow when they compete 
in the Central California AAU 
women’s championships at 
Bakersfield. 

“The girls look forward to 
running on a real track,” says 
Flowers, who jokingly refers 
to the rutted, grassy Madison 
training area as “Gopher- 
ville.” 

Besides the obvious one, 
coach Flowers has another 
reason for hoping Miss Brad¬ 
shaw performs weU in t h e 
1964 Olympics. 

He attended Tennessee 
State University at the same 
time as Ed Temple, Wilma 
Rudolph’s coach. 















Track 

Oakeji 

"[ i$pUdy Linda 
shattereCMrwe>-»i^et^^ 
cific Association AAU records 
to lead the Oakettes to the 
combined championship in the 
Western United States Wom- 
in’s Open track and field 
competition Saturday at 
Castlemont High. 

The Oakettes finished sec¬ 
ond to thjfe Los Pocos Diablos 
team from Concord in the 
14-17 age group competition 
and third in the women’s di- * 
vision to wind up with a total 
of 106 points, one better than 
the runner-up San Mateo 
GAA. 

Miss Bradshaw’s times of 
6.4 for the 50-meter dash and 
11.9 for the 100 bettered the 
irespective marks by three 
and five-tenths seconds in the 
14-17 class, and equaled the 
meet and PA standards set 
by Irene Obera in the worn- ‘ 
en’s division, i 

Carolyn Key, another O ak- 






Drive Begins To Send 
locareiJh’o AAU 


A campaign to send an Oakland youngster, who may 
well be the fastest teen-age girl sprinter in history, to 
the Women’s National AAU indoor track championship 
Pan-American trials is being waged locally. 

Oakland councilman Fred Maggiora is heading the 
drivg_iQr funds needed to 
nefmitF^-year-old Linda 
Bradshaw tb competS^ in the 
T^SlOiBbufiT-Ohio, meet March 
22-23. 

Miss Bradshaw, a student 
at Castlemont High, stepped 
off a 10.9 100-yard dash dur¬ 
ing the Women’s and Girk’ 

Pacific Association AAU in¬ 
door meet at Milpitas recent¬ 
ly- . „ 

Oakettes coach Harris Flow- 
iftopJoag i-S the 
best ever by a teenage girl. 

“Linda’s goal is 10.7 this 
year,” say Flowers, “and I 
know no teenager has ever 
run that fast before.” Miss 
Bradshaw has already cut two 
tenths of a second off her best 
time last year, the coach 
points out. 

K she is able to compete 
at Columbus, Linda will also 
run the 50-yard dash. Her best 
time in this event is 6.1. 

In the century she would 
face such female spring stand¬ 
outs as Marilyn White, the 
girl who beat Wilma Rudolph 
and who barely edged Linda 
at the Golden Gate Invitation¬ 
al, Willie White, Debbie 
Thompson and the contingent 
from Tennessee State. 

A goal of $300 has been set. 

Donations may be sent to 
Maggiora at 2000 Telegraph, 

Oakland. 


















A two - pronged student 
drive^^aimed at putting teen- 
a^^spri^ sensation _ Linda_ 
€radshavj^in the Wonien’s 
SationarAAU track and field 
‘fffiampionships is being start¬ 
ed at two Oakland schools. 

Fifteen-year-old Miss Brad¬ 
shaw, who with a clocking of 
10.9 seconds in the 100-yard 
dash may well be the fastest 
teen-age female sprinter in 
history, needs $500 in order 
for herself and a chaperone 
to attend the March 22-23 
meet at Columbus, Ohio. 

So far $80 has been re¬ 
ceived by Oakland council¬ 
man Fred Maggiora, who is 
heading the overall fund cam¬ 
paign, but the March 20 dead¬ 
line is less than a week 
away. 

Linda’s Oakette teammates 
are preparing placards for 
distribution at Castlemont 


High, where she is a student, 
and at Madison Junior High, 
^here she learned to run un¬ 
der coach Harris Flowers. 

Flowers expects his pro¬ 
tege, who also runs the 50- 
yard dash in 6.1, to “really 
shine in the 100'* if the goi 
is attained. 

In the century she would 
meet such as Marilyn White 
of Los Angeles, Willie White 
of Chicago, Debbie Thomp 
son of Fredrick, Md., and un 
doubtedly some members 
from Tennessee State, the 
school that produced Wilmj 
Rudolph. 

Irene Obera, a Berkeley 
school teacher who is also j 
sprinter of renown in worn 
en’s track, has agreed b 
chaperone Linda on the trip 

Contributions may be sen 
to Maggiora at 2000 Tele 
graph, Oakland. 
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By GEORGE 4o^£ ^ 

Oakland’s best present workman at the Alameda 


Flirts With World 


j shot for the 1964 Olympic 
p Games—and a lot of honors 
in national and international 
competition between now 
and Tokyo — rests with a 
willowy sophomore co-ed at 
' Castlemont^ifli 
' Lindj^^radshaw,^5, as 
swifray’sITS'49-4itfight:| is al¬ 
ready flirting with world 
fame and record times in 
50- 60- 75- and 100-yard 
dashes. 

For her age she’s running 
ahead of the pace set by 
wonderful Wilma Rudolph, 
the sprinting sweetheart of 
the 1960 Games, and could 
this year equal Wilma’s best 
times. 


Naval Air Station and a su¬ 
perior student, is the girl 
for whom a fund drive is 
under way under direction 
of Councilman Fred Mag- 
giora, hoping to send her 
to the Women’s National 
AAU track and field cham¬ 
pionships at Columbus, 
Ohio, March 22-23. 

A first or second place 
there in either the 50 or the 
100 will establish Linda 
as one of the country’s 
youngest great sprint pros¬ 
pects, and earn her a berth 
on the U.S. Women’s team 
at the Pan-American Games 
later this spring in Brazil. 

“I’d like to take a first. 


’hat’s what I’m going for,’’ 
Linda said. “But I’m new 
to this sort of competition, 
the first time I’ve ever been 
i0sked to run the 100 around 
(a turn, and this will be a 
great field. 

* “First though. I’d like to 
thank all the people who 

; are trying to send me to 
Columbus. There are some 
wonderful people who don’t 

* even know me,’’ she said. “I 
ijwant to try hard for them.’’ 

u Well said, but how good 
•is this schoolgirl who has 
lonly been running a year 
" and a half? 

“Only two American teen¬ 
age girls have ever run the 
100 in 10.9 seconds, and 
^•Linda Bradshaw is one of 


them,’’ says Harris Flowers, 
the Madison Junior High 
School teacher who coaches 
Linda and some 50 other 
dedicated youngsters in an 
afterschool program. 

“Wilma Rudolph’s best 
time—and she had years of 
training and experience in 
college and later before she 
got it—was a 10.7 hundred,’’ 
Flowers said. “I’m hopeful 
we’ll clock Linda in 10.7 this 
spring in time for the Out¬ 
door Nationals.’’ 

Linda, a girl just starting 
high school, was one of 
the sprinters invited to the 
Golden Gate Invitational in¬ 
door meet at the Cow Palace 
in February. 

How’d she do? Marilyn 


"hite of Los Angeles won 
|he 60-yard dash in 6.9 sec- 
inds. Linda Bradshaw was 
locked in 6.9 seconds. 

“It was a dead heat. Linda 
lost by the width of a 
jhadow to one of our great 
sprinters,” Flowers says. 
‘When you realize that 
[arilyn White beat Wilma 
ludolph in a 6.9 clocking, 
^ou realize that we’re deal¬ 
ing with a real champion 
'ith this gii’l.” 

She holds several Ameri- 
)an records for her 14-17 
[age grouping, but is so ad- 
danced that senior records 
^lare just a stride or two 
^way. 

“I was nervous and ran 
-a sloppy race at the Golden 


Fame 

Gate,” Linda says. “I really 
didn’t realize how close I 
had come uzitil it was all 
over. I hope to run against 

that kind of competition 
again.” 

She will if she gets to 
Coluinbus, of course. Mari¬ 
lyn will be entered, together 
with Willie White who com¬ 
peted in the U.S.-Biissian 
meet at Stanfordl^st suni- 
mei’, and Debbie X^ompson, 
an established ffireat. 

Linda’s imnrediate goals 

the Columblus meet and 
the Pan-Am^ican Games— 
are preliimmry to a possible 
berth M-fa U.S.-Russian 
meet in[^lRussia, and, of 

Continued Page 42, Col. 1 
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course, tlfc Olympics, 1964. 

Linda, modest, but .real¬ 
istic abopt the possibiUty, 
says; V 

“I haw confidence in Mr. 
Flowers and he says I have 
a chance to go to the Olym' 
pics. Whatever I can do now 
to improve that much, I want 
to try.” 

For the present, every after¬ 
noon after school, Linda is 
working on her starts and on 
running the 100 around a turn, 
hoping she’ll get the chance 


to go to ColumBus? 

Maggiora, meanwhile, isn’t 
doing too well on the cam¬ 
paign for funds. He needs 
$500, a scrape-by amount just 
big enough to send Linda and 
Irene Obera of Berkeley, 
who’ll serve as chaperone and 
enter the 220-yard dash. So 
far the kitty is pretty skinny, 
under $100. Maggiora can be 
reached at 2000 Telegraph 

Ave. . „ , 

“This would be fine for 
Linda, fine for Oakland, and 
fine for Harris Flowers and 
his Oakettes girls,” Maggiora 
said. 






Guilt)^ verdict in poiice attack 


After wrangling over the ques¬ 
tion for alnmost three days, an 
Alameda County jury Wednesday 
found defendant Melvin Parham 
guilty of misdemeanor assault 
for the beatingjif-Oaklai^ police 
ofHcer ynda^rummei^ov. 19. 

The vS^dicr^ fe^ uu T fi promise 
— what the law calls a “lesser 
included offense” — to the far 
more serious charge Parham 
faced of assault on a police offi¬ 
cer. 

Had he been convicted as 
charged, Parham could have 
been sentenced to state prison 
for his crimes. Now the worst he 
faces is one year in county jail. 

Sentencing is set for April 9. 

The attack on Drummer came 
at the height of last fall’s contro¬ 
versy over police shootings. The 
incident got caught up in debate 
when Drummer said she shoulc 
have shot Parham to protect her¬ 
self — but hesitated because ol 
all the criticism directed at po 
lice. 

Drummer testified that she 


confronted Parham during a rou¬ 
tine traffic stop. She said he 
grabbed her baton and began 
beating her over the head with it, 
and she managed to subdue him 
only after a desperate struggle. 


Drummer received head inju¬ 
ries and a badly sprained anlde 
in the fight. 

Parham testified that the offi¬ 
cer attacked him with the club 
and he grabbed it and began 
beating her only in self-defense. 

The case was made far more 
complicated when Drummer’s 
partner, rookie patrolwoman 
Victoria Avalos, gave testimony 
that varied from Drummer’s in 
several respects. 

—By Lance Williams 










RAIDERS KICK IN $50 
TO U^NDA'S FUND 

, . Linda^radshaw, Oakland’s young sprint sensa¬ 
tion, inay ^ct gc r her wish to compete in the 
National AAU indoor track championships and Pan- 
American Trials at Columbus, 0., this weekend. 

Some $250 of the necessary $500 needed to send 
Linda and her chaperon back East has already been 
donated by Bay Area track fans, fund chairman 
Fred Maggiora reported Saturday. 

The Oakland Raider football club was one of the 
latest contributors, putting $50 into the pot. Service¬ 
men at the Marine Barracks at Treasure Island said 
they collected $51, which will be delivered tomor¬ 
row. 

Still to report in are officials from Castlemont 
High School, where Linda is a student, and Madison 
Junior High, which she previously attended. Stu¬ 
dents at both places are contributing their nickles 
and dimes. 

Maggiora has only until Wednesday morning to 
raise the necessary amount. Linda and chaperon 
Irene Obera, also a sprinter, must leave then. Any 
contributions may be made to Maggiora at 2000 
Telegraph Ave., Oakland. 







Lind^ Bradshaw, ^Oakland’s 
s^satiOTfal 15-yeai^old sprint 
star, will get her chance to 
compete in the National AAU 
indoor championship at Co¬ 
lumbus, 0., this weekend. 

“I shook $52.50 out of the 
mail this morning in dollars, 
fives and tens,” City Council¬ 
man Fred Maggiora said^ 
“Then the Prince Hall Ma¬ 
sonic Lodge called to pledge 
$100 and the Naval Supply 
Center called to say they’re 
just starting a drive and Til 
hear from them later.” 


the Oakland Oakettes/Track 
Team. 

“We’re going to m^ke it,’ 
Maggiora said. “We/know 
Linda is very ydung/and has 
only started to ^hoW her po¬ 
tential, but she a good 

Continued Pa^ 32, Col. 8 


Maggiora already had $250 
of the needed $500 on hand, 
including $50 received from 
the Oakland Raiders football 
club. Drives also are under¬ 
way at Castlemont High, 
where Linda is a sophomore 
student, and Madison Junior 
High, where she graduated 
and still trains under direction 
of Harris Flowers, coach of \ 
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Navy'Adds Mcing' 
To 

With the all-out help-of^he United States Navy— 
and a lot of other ne^e in^ding the U.S. Marines— 
Oakland’s Linda Bradshaw leaves for the Women’s 
National Iildoor AAU track championship in Columbus, 
Ohio, tomorrow. 

The 15-year-old sprinter, tabbed as a possible 1964 
Olympic Games competitor, will compete in the 100 
and 60-yard dashes at Columbus, attempting to qualify 
for the Pan-American Games team which goes to 
Brazil later this spring. 

The “Linda Bradshaw Kitty” went far over the 
barebones $500 required yesterday, after an admiral 
who is Linda’s father’s boss brought the Navy into the 


act. 

\ Rear Adm. Hugh C. Haynsworth Jr., commanding 
» officer of the Oakland Naval Supply Center, got on a 
; station-wide intercom microphone Monday afternoon 
I to brief all-hands. 

> “Within two hours, more than $150 had been col- 
; lected, and by the end of the working, day yesterday 
I $756.17 was turned over to Linda,” Councilman Fred 
{ Maggiora said. Maggiora, an AAU official, has been 
1 in charge of the fund campaign./ 

I With what had already been collected and pledged 
I other expenses of the trip which Linda’s family were 
{ to bear, as well as other expenses of Irene Obera, 
\ sprinter-chaperon from Berkeley, will be cared for. 
i “Additionally, we’re now able to h^p a third girl, 
i discus thrower Diane Congdan ot San Rafael, who also 
i is now assured of making thV trip to ..Columbus,” Mag* 

j CoAtilued Wge 40, Col. 6 
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giora said 
D^e iain^ fat 


ae as the 
first ^ay Mea ^irl to complete 
the 5(K^e h^e/during the 
. recent ^aze. 


Linda’s father, Arthur Brad¬ 
shaw of Oakland, works in the 
freight department at the Na¬ 
val Supply Center. 


“We didn’t do any more 
than announce the situation, 
calling attention to the Oak-| 
land Tribune stories,” a Navy i 
spokesman said. “This is part¬ 
ly a nice tribute to Art Brad¬ 
shaw, a well-liked man here, 
and partly to the fact that 
people appreciate the dedica¬ 
tion Linda has displayed.” 

Linda, training with Harris 
Flowers as a member of the 
Oakland Oakettes Girls Track 
Team, has improved her 
sprint times from 12.2 to 10.9 
in the 100 yard dash in a year 
and a half of training, and. 
Flowers says she is capable 
of 10.7 this year. 

Several others of his girls, 
he says, are going to be heard 
from in the next year or two. 

“Oakland is only just be¬ 
ginning to develop as a train¬ 
ing grounds for fine women- 
track athletes,” he said. “Lin¬ 
da is a little ahead of some 
of them. We think she’ll do 
well at Columbus.” 





Fifth-Place Linda Pledges 

m tJliPS A - iAAA 


^Work 


Twice as Hard' 


Special to The Tribune 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — “I 
touchgilUie tape—and came 
disappoint ed h,i^a 
Bradshawjlaniented afteFTalP 
TTTg^-44^-€ftialify lor Die U.S. 
women's track team designat¬ 
ed tor the Pan-American 
Games. 

“They teil me to cheer up. 
because I'm the ttfth-lastesi 
in the country, but it isn't good 
enough. !‘m depressed.” the 


15-year-old Castlemont High 
School sophomore said. Then 
she brightened. “I know liiese 
are the best sprinters in the 
TOunlry, and 1 know whal I 
have to do to win—come hack 
home and work twice as 
hard.’ 

Although Linda had nm two 
6.0 clockings in early heats of 
the 50-yard dash Satuiday. 
she ran a 6.2 for liftb place in 
the finals, won m a blazing 5.0 


I wxuie 01 L.0S ADgeies in me 


by Willie White of Chicago. 

The Oakland girl didn't 
place in the 100, ii^ which three 
veteran spripters/‘wer^ clocked 

’ • - ]^ing ll.l sec- 

fourth-placer 


in a record^brea 
onds and / the 


equaled tl 
11.2, lor 
turn. 

‘t\l1 ^he 
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h Harris 
a did great 


c o\a 

Flowers sai^! “L 
for a 15-year-old, and the meet 
served notice on Russia that 
we’re getting ready for 1964 
as we never have before.” 

Edith Maguire of Tennes¬ 
see State won the 100, nipping 
Willye White and Marilyn 
White of Los Angeles in the 
triple-11.1 clocking. All told, 
six American women’s track 
records were broken. 

“I messed up in the 100,” 
Linda said. *T ran out of my 
lane on the curve. I was so 
nervous.” 


II ^ .rjxene Qfacra of 
compeung in the 220, was also 
eliminated as Marilyn White 
lowered the women’s record 
to 24.8, defeating Vivian 
Browm of Tennessee State 
w'ho held the old mark of 25.5. 

Diane Congdon, the school¬ 
girl discus thrower from San 
Anselmo, was fifth with a toss 
of 134-5. 


Other Bay Area finishers 
include Gretchen Wallin of 
Concord, fifth place in the 
shot put; Jackie Mack, San 
Mateo, fourth in the 70-yard 
hurdles; Billie Pat Daniels of 
San Mateo, third, and Marilyn 
Saling, formerly of Oakland 
now of Brazil, fifth, in the 
high jump. 

Flowers, who called this 
‘‘the greatest women’s track 
meet in my memory,” said 
that Linda has already quali¬ 
fied for the outdoor nationals 
at Dayton later this year, and 
will run in the Pacific Asso¬ 
ciation AAU meet in Sacra¬ 
mento April 27, in the 100 and 
the 50. 
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Walsh, Linda Race 
jWins at fenford Meet 


(Special to The Tribune) 

HANFORD — Stella Walsh, 
ageless Olympic Games 
sprinter, won the 60-meter race 
in the time of 8.7 at the Hanford 
Women’s and Girl’s Invitational 
championships Saturday. 

Now 52 years of age, Stella 
defeated women many years 
her junior in the event. The 
Olympics star is holder of 61 
world’s and national track 
records. She won the 100-meter 
dash running for her native 
land in the 1932 Olympics. In 
1936 for the U.S. she won the 
200 meter dash in the Olympics. 

I She has continu fid PlIMlingj 
and has also played with many 
girls’ softball and basketball 
teams. 

.. Oakland’s Linda 
competing "witT^e uaRett^s, 
was the lone winn^ for the local 
team. Linda won the 100-yard 
dash in 11.2 in the open di¬ 
vision. 


Running for the Oakettcs were 
Loretta Williams, Velma Bailey, 
Joyce Gore and Joan Slaton. 

Myrtle Low of the Oakettes 
placed third in the 220. The 
event was won by Carol Smith 
of the Chipittes in 25.4. 

The Oakette’s Rose Moore 
was fourth in the 80 - meter 
hurdles, won by Jackie Mac, 
San Mateo, in 12.1. 

Cynthia Brown took third for 
the Oakettes in the high jump 
and standing broad jump. 


The Oakettes were fourth in 
team standings. Team honors 
went to Laura Scudder of South¬ 
ern California, followed by San 
Mateo and Laurel of San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

The Oakettes relay team 
placed second to Laurel which 
won the 440-yard event in .50. 
On the team were Linda, Rose 
Moore, Gail Johnson and Jenny 
Lowe. 

The Oakettes girls’ 14-17 team 
placed second in the 300 -yard 
relay, won by San Mateo in 36.3. 

















^ ^!nda /%radsha>^ of the Oak- 
land Oakettes cracked one Pa¬ 
cific Association AAU record 
and tied another and Sally Sut¬ 
ton of Los Pocos Diablos Club 
of Concord cracked two others 
in the 14-17 age group to high¬ 
light Sunday’s PA meet in Sac¬ 
ramento. 

Altogether, 10 records were 
shattered during the big meet, 
seven of them by Eastbay rep¬ 
resentatives. 

Sally put the shot 42 feet to 
better the old mark of 36-7, 
which she set last year, and 
heaved the javelin 129-10% to 
surpass her old standard of 125- 
9%. 


Linda zipped to a sizzling 
26.4 in the 220-yard run, easily 
beating the old mark of 27.5 
set last year by Oakette Gerr 
aldine Steele. In the 100-yard 
dash the 15-year-old Oakland 
star went 11.2 to tie the record. 


Sheryl Poole of the Oakettes" 
set a record in the six-pound 
shot in the 13-14 age group with 
a throw of 33-2, while team¬ 
mate Dixie Haywood cracked 
the mark in the 12-13 50-yard 
dash during the running of a 
heat with a time of 6.2. 

The Oakettes’ 300-yard relay 
team won the 12-13, 300-yard re¬ 
lay in 36.3, to break the oldirec- 
ord of 37.3. Die team is com¬ 
posed of Doreto Williams, Linda 
Deadman, Pemy Hamilton and 
Dixie Haywoomss^ 

—fees. Pocos Diah]n5*''tiarvLPori- 


the 10-11 and 12-13 scoring thi 
Oakettes grabbed second behint 
San Mateo with 31 points. 


FINAL RESULTS 
Girts, 14-17 Years 

High Jump—Paschal, D. Laurel, 5'3!A*' 
Hanna, C. Laurel, S'VA'*} Reed, C 
Oakettes, A' IV 4 ''; Suedsen, J. San Matei 
GAA, 4' IOV 4 ". 

Broad Jump—Wilson, P. San AAate< 
GAA, 17" AVa"; Hanna, C. Laurel, 16 
10"; Suedsen, J. San Mateo GAA, 15 
V/4”t Simmons, C. San Mateo GAA, 15 

Shot Put—Sutton, S. Los Pocos, 42". 
Laws, C. Oakettes, 36" IV/z'"; Wallin, G 
Unattached, 36" 8"; Nay, J. San Matec 
GAA, 35" 5 V 2 '". 

(New PA Record) 

Discus—Norberg, N. Unattached, 144' 
7"'; Congdon, D. Laurel, 133" IV 2 ""; Pen¬ 
nington, D. Los Pocos. lOR" 
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By RON GIBLLN 
If sa^pg-tsndoing, Oakland’s 
Lind a Bradshaw/ will become 
THe fastest teenager in the na¬ 
tion today at the Girls Age 
Group Pacific Association track 
championships at Sacramento. 

Oakette coach Harris Flowers 
predicts his 16 year old meteor 
will crack both national marks 
of 5.8 in the 50 yard dash, held 
by Isabell Daniels, and the cen- 
tui'y mark of 10.9 which belongs 
to Lacy O’Neal of Chicago. 

expect Linda will break 
both national mai'ks,” enthused 


and we expect her to go great.” 

The first heats in the meet, 
which will be held at Encino 
High, will begin at 12:15. 

Last year the Oakettes took 
the 14-17 team title at Berkeley 
and he says this year they are 
shooting for the girls crown as 
well. 

*‘We should be right in there 
for both titles,” said Flow¬ 
ers. “We want to win the girls 
title as well this year,” Flowers 
concluded. 

Defense of five records the 
Oakettes hold should give them 
incentive. 

Miss Bradshaw holds the 50 
and 100 events while Geraldine 
Steele leads the 220 field. Car¬ 
olyn Reed and Marylyn Wil¬ 
liams share the high jump and 
the Oakettes also hold the 440 
relay mark. 

Roxie Anderson, an official of 
the W'omen’s AAU, looks for the 
records to tumble at a fast clip. 

“They should break the day¬ 
lights out of the record book, 
especially if this weather 
holds,” says Roxie. 






Linda's Recorc 
Tops Jr. Olym 
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Lithesome Linda Bradshaw, 
the Oakland 6akette ^tn 
pic aspirations, bettered one na¬ 
tional Junior Olympic Games 
record, helped crack another, 
and perhaps established a third 
during the 13th annual Pacific 
Association AAU track and field 
meet at Castlemont High Sat¬ 
urday. 

With little more Incentive than 
the fact the record was there 
to be broken, lanky Linda sped 
to a 10.7 clocking in the senior 
girls’ 100-yard dash, cracking 
the former U.S. standard by 
four-tenths of a second and beat¬ 
ing the runnerup by a full six 
yards. 

The record performance came 
only minutes after she had won 
the 220, a new event this year, 
in 25.5, a mark which may stand 


By ALAN McALLASTER 
up as a record when compared 
with other Junior Olympics held 
throughout the nation this year. 

. Later on in the afternoon Miss 
Bradshaw, running anchor on 
the Oakettes’ 440-yard relay 
team, had to come from behind 
but won going away to better 
the second national mark. The 
winning time of 51 flat was 1.2 
seconds faster than the old 
mark. 

Two other national standards 
were bettered in the intermedi¬ 
ate girls’ division when Janis 
Nay of San Mateo ^ut the eight- 
pound shot 36-9% and Cecila 
Hanna of San Frai cisco got off 
a running broad ji np of 18-7%, 
both efforts bette ring the old 
records by 8% incli ?s. 

Gretchen Wallin : of Concord. 

fnrmpr hr|]i1n|i |J f||irin"nfllin 
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50 Crown ii 

Special to 6 - 1963 I 

DAYTON, Ohio — With one natioi^TTittev^eady 
salted away, Oakland’s 16-year-old.LindaV^radsha^^eks 
even bigger game today and tonIgBr hr *ihe National 
Women’s AAU track and field championships here. 

The fleet Oakette, winner of the girls’ 14 to IT-year- 

old 50-yard dash Friday, is 
one of several high-rated 
younger competitors from 
the Bay Area scheduled to com¬ 
pete in the women’s events from 
which the United States team 
that will meet Russia later in' 
the month in Moscow will be 
picked. 

Miss Bradshaw, who will run 
in the women’s 100-yard dash 
and relay and possibly the 220, 
was a hairline 5.9 victor in the 
blanket finish of the 50 Friday. 

Leading Bay Area perform¬ 
ances for the six area cinder 
clubs entered was the Los Pocos 
Diablos Club, Concord, which 
wound up a surprise second in 
unofficial team scoring after the 
first 10 events. / 

Pacing the Lck Pocos squad 
was Kathleen Mirko’s first place 
in the basebalU throw with a 
mark of 242.5. iecond and fifth 
places also weiit to Los Pocos 
girls, Daryl P^nington and 








Officials Goof--Lynda Second 


Her 


ME JAN28m 

coacn was right. Lynda t 


right. Lynda 
was second. The officials g0t5f(^> ^ 
Oakland’s Lynda ^radsha^ 
16, is now listed as having^'fln- 
ished in a tie for second in the 


they’ve come around. 

Flowers received a letter to¬ 
day from meet referee Law¬ 
rence Houston: “After careful 
review of the video tape, I am 


I closely, apparently drew all the 
I attention and all of the dozen 
or so stopwatches. 


women’s 60-yard dash in the 
Jan. 18 Los Angeles Invitational. 

Her coach, Harris Flowers, 
has known that for more than a 
week. Race officials had over¬ 
looked her completely in the 
field of five competitors. But 


pleased to advise you that 
I have revised the placings .. .” 

Flowers said “simple human 
error” was responsible for Lyn¬ 
da being overlooked. She ran in 
lane 6 with lane 5 vacant. The 
other four competitors, bunched 








Oakettes Snap U.S. 

:W5C tfR261964 ' , 

Marks at Hanford 


The Oakettes set three U. S. 
girls’ track records in an invita¬ 
tional meet held at Hanford yes¬ 
terday. X 

JJnda^radshaw jeceived the 
tfopHy"^*^«ttstaftdm athlete at 
, the meet for lowering the record 
in the 75-yard dash three times 
in the preliminaries (8.1 secs), 
in the semifinals (8 flat), and in 
the finals (8.1). Linda, running 
in the 14-17 year old bracket, 
replaced the old record of 8.3 
seconds. 

Sharon Goodrun, competing in 
the 10-11 year old bracket, set 
a new mark in the high jump 
of four feet, 4% Inches, a size¬ 
able jump over the old record 
of 4 ft., Vk inches. 

Karen Slaton took over the rec¬ 
ord in the 50-yard dash with a 
time of 6.4 seconds in the 10-11 


year old division. She had been 
tied for the record previously 
with a 6.5. 

The Oakettes placed second 
to San Mateo in the girls’ di¬ 
vision; third in overall points; 
and fourth in the women’s di¬ 
vision. 

Some 600 girls, representing 
teams from California, New 
Mexico, Arizona, Washington, 
and Oregon, took part in the 
meet. The Oakettes took 26 
girls to the meet. 








Oakette Star 
Sets National 


Recprd^in 100 

Lynda of Oakland 

^ air American girls’ lOO-yard 
dash record at 10.8 to highlight 
yesterday’s state women’s track 
championships at Walnut and 
earn the speedy Oakette a berth 
in next month’s Olympic trials. 

Lynda, who also won the 75 
in 8.4, got a quick jump on the 
rest of the field and barely held 
off Compton’s Charlotte Cook at 
the finish. Miss Cook was also 
clocked in 10,8. The old record 
of 10.9 was held by Leahseneth 
O’Neal and Wyomia Tyus. 

The meet went as expected 
with the Southern Pacific Asso¬ 
ciation AAU monopolizing the 
w 0 m e n’s divisions, and the 
Northern California girls getting 
the edge in the 14-17 age group, 
seven events to six. 

Only \^am trophies were 
awarded. ’The Los Angeles Mer- 
curettes work the ^«^en’s wiih 
143 points. D^ural Track Club 



















uo 









t-9 ^ , p\io^ Q,ttS L 

3'W ' -\e'l\l .niO^i 

\ a Xo^s\«U . 

\\-9 ^ Spoils Page 

with 53 an\s^ta\3&ra third 
with 26. 

Compton easily won the girls 
with 93, followed by the Oak- 
ettes. 47; San Mateo, 44, and 
Laurel, 36. San Mateo won the 
combined 12-13 and 10-11 age 
groups with 46 points. The 
Oakettes were runner-up with 
30. 

Oakettes’ Coach Harris Flow¬ 
ers was overjoyed with Lynda’s 
record, the only American mark 
set on the Mt. San Antonio Col¬ 
lege track. 

“Lynda is really hitting her 
form now. By the nationals 
(next month at Hanford), I ex¬ 
pect her to be down to 10.6,” 
Flowers said. 

Lynda’s 100 time was one- 
tenth second faster than Maril5ni 
White’s winning time in the 
women’s division. 

A fine performance also by 
Laurel’s Denise Paschal helped 


hip inury, Denise, nevertheless, 
won the hurdles and the high 
jump. Marie Molder of Will’s 
Spikettes in Sacramento took 
over for teammate Dino Lowery 
in the 880 and won in 2:20.0. 

Miss Lowery, only 15, moved 
up to the women’s half-mile, 
where she ran faster than ever. 


edicts 

adshaw 


2:15.7, in finishing second to 
veteran Carol Mastronarde. 

Jenny Lowe of the Oakettes 
finished second in the women’s 
440 at 57.2 behind Marilyn White. 
Cherrie Sherrard’s 11.4 in the 
80-meter hurdles was the only 
NorCal women’s victory. 

The Oakettes’ 12-13 relay team 
of Linda Deavmon, Sheila Phil¬ 
lips, Jackie Delaney and JoAnn 
Slaton won in 51.5 for a national 
record, with Sheila also taking 
the 50. 

Karen Slaton of the Oakettes 
was triple winner in the 10-11 
class, winning both sprints and 
the long jump. 

Meet results: 

WOMEN 

80 Hurdles — Cherrie Sherrard (Laur¬ 
el) 11.4; Sally Griffith (Santa Clara). 
Lucille Brown (Laurel). 880 — Carol 
Mastronarde (Merc), 2:13.7; Dino Low¬ 
ery (Will's), Lynn Anderson (SMCGAA). 
100 — Marilyn White (Merc) 10.9; Diana 
VWIson (Merc), Delores Hall (Merc). 

(eguals SPAAU record); 
Hall, Martha Watson (Long Beach) 
4^White 57.2; Jenny Lowe (00), Mas- 
^onarde. 440 Relay — Mercurettes, 47.5, 
Pasadena, San Diego. Medley relay — 
Mercurettes, 1:54.0; SMCGGA, Pasadena. 
Shot — Mary Jo Peppier (Merc), 4MV2, 
Maurene Blanck (Laurel);; Judy Burel- 
son (Unat.). Long lump — Watson 18 - 7 V 2 ; 
CJii. Clieiig jMer^),, ^M ^^. 


Blanck, Willie McLorin (Laurel). Javelin 
—Rene Blair (San Diego) 166-9%, Cathy 
Mirko (Los Pocos DIablos), Coley Freitas 
(Santa Clara). 

GIRLS 

~ Denise Paschal (Laurel) 
fA A o Susan Mack 

(SMCGAA), Dona Fricke (unat.). 5(X— 
Beverly Meadows (Compton) 6.1; Lenova 
Timibow (00), Gloria Agee (Compton. 
T^Lynda Bradshaw (00), 8.4; Turnbow, 
Cassandra Brooks (Laurel). 1;;— Brad- 
^American record); Charlotte 
Leonard (Flash- 
ettes). 220—Shirley Wilson (Compton), 

. ”^.?...L®onard (Flashettes). 220 — Shir- , 
ley Wilson (Compton), 24.6 (SPAUU rec- ' 
Marzette (Kern). Elaine 
(fjashettes). 440 - Cook (Comp- 
^ ^7*’' Wilson, Pam Arndt (unat.). 
4^ relay — Compton "A," 47.9; Oak- 

Mold. 

er (Will s) 2:20.0; Gloria Harper (Comp¬ 
ton), Sherry Simmons (SMCGAA). Shot— 
Lynn Graham (Unat.) 46-IOV2; Gretchen 
Wallin (Unat.) Janet Phillips (SMCGGA). 
Lon? lump — Pat Wilson (SMCGAA), 
18-3’/2; Agee, Paschal. High jump — 
Paschal, 5-IV2; Alberta Martin (unattr 
Mary Peters (Covina). Discus — Narcy 
Norberg (Palo Alto), 144-0; Graham, 
Eleanor Slack (SMCGAA). Javelin — 
Linda Haveraltlon (Unat.) 140-7V2; Jan 
Kendricks (Covina), Babs Brandin (Unat). 

12-13 

^Sheila Phillips, (00), 6.5; Joselyn 
Grims, (Kern); Peggy Reed (Covina). 
Sk-TT (unat.), 9.1; Donna 

White (Merc); 9 .I Mary Ross (West- 
minster). lOO — Donna White (Merc), 
(Kern), Donna 
Smith (Compton). 440 relay — Oakettes, 
514 (national record); Kern, SMGCAA. 

■" Palmer (SMGGAA), 

37*4%; Caroyn Keith (Stratford), Lynn 
Antrim (San Diego). Long jump —Elaine 
Coney (Compton), 16-6; Opan Young (Han¬ 
ford), Cathy Neil (San Joaquin) High 
ReS'na VVilson (SMCGAA) 
4 - 1034 ; Nancy May (San Diego), Kim 
Valerie (San Diego). 

10-11 

5^Karen Slaton (00). 6.4, Theresa 
Hudson (SMCGAA), Nadine Jones (Kern). 

Hudson, Pheon Rivers 
Relay — Kern AA, 27.0; 
SMCGAA, Kern "B." Long jump — Sla- 
ton, 15-^ Carolyn Evans, (Fresno), 
Rivers. High jump — Jo Dexagelmer, (Co 
Vina), 3-IIV2; Verna Sheppard (SMCGAA) 
Kathy Monahon (Covina). Shuttle relay— 
Simi Valley Striders, 29.0; Covina, no 
third. 
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Girl On 


Russ T rip 
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Special To The Tribune 

Jenny Lowe, 21-year-old Oak¬ 
land City College student and 
part-time playground director, 
ran her fastest-ever 440 at the 
Women’s AAU Track and Field 
Championships at Dayton Satur¬ 
day to qualify for a berth on the 
USA women’s team to compete 
in Russia. 

She was the only East Bay 
girl to make the team. 

Jenny, who only recently 
switched from the 100 and 220 
to the longer distance, placed 
second to four-year winner Su¬ 
zanne Knott, Ohio State co-ed, 
who tied the existing women’s 
record at 57 seconds. Jenny was 
clocked in^5T!z! \ 

I^d y^rad shawc 16-year-old 
■CStTeipontHip^chool girl who 
won the 50-yard dash with a blaz¬ 
ing 5.9 in Friday night’s meet 
for girls 14-17, developed a sore 
knee and didn’t place in the 
women’s 100. 

Sally Griffith, 17-year-old San¬ 
ta Clara miss, captured the 220- 
yard low hurdles in 29.5 after 
winning the 440 in the girls meet. 
This, a new event in ^e women’s 
meet this year, do^ not qualify 
her for a berth on the touring 
team headed foy Europe. 

Pat Daniels, pan Mateo high 
jumper, did qualify for the tour 
with a 5-6 second-place high 





2 Oakland 


Youths Tod 
U.S. Track 


Two CastlemonMHifhnS^J^jool 
students, Linda ^Bradshaw^nd 
Jamie“lVr c N e llave been 
named national junior Olympic 
track champions in competition 
with more than 300.000 youths. 

The Amateur Athletic Union 
said today that 30 junior track 
and field records were set by 
young competitors in their 14th 
annual nationwide program in 
conjunction with civic organiza¬ 
tions and service clubs. 

Miss Bradshaw established 
new national marks in the girls’ 
senior division while leading 
field in the 100-yard dash, 10.7 
seconds, and the 220-yard dash, 
-25.5 seconds. 

She is considered a prime can¬ 
didate for the U.S. women’s 
sprint team in the 1964 Olympic 
Games. 

McNeal topped the nation in 
the boys’ 70-yard high hurdles, 
9.9 seconds, and the broad jump, 
23 feet, 11 inches. 

Both he and Miss Bradshaw 
were members of an outstand¬ 
ing track squad at Madison Jun¬ 
ior High School developed by 
physical education teacher Har¬ 
ris Flowers. Miss Bradshaw has 
also competed extensively for 
Flowers’ Oakland Oakettes, 
girls’ track team. 








AAU Honors 


Miss McGuire, 

■ ^ tt‘V’ - 1963 

BroacT Jumper 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (AP)- 
Sprinter and broad jumper 
Edith McGuire of the Tennessee 
State Club who won two spots 
on the Amateur Athleitc Union's 
All-America women’s team, was 
announced Friday. 

Eleanor Montgomery of the 
Cleveland Recreation Depart¬ 
ment, a high jumper, placed in 
both the AAU's women’s and 
girls’ All-America teams. 

The women’s All-America 
team: 

100-yard dash — Edith Mc- 
guire, Tennessee State Club; 
220-Diana Eilson, Los Angeles 
Mercuettes; 440-Suzanne Knott, 
Ohio Track Club; 880-Sandra 
Knott, Cleveland Recreation 
Club: 800 meters-Leah Ferris, 
University pf Hawaii. 

80-meter hurdles — Jo Ann 
Terr, Tennessee State Club; 
javelin — Frances Davenport, 


0 ^ 


¥ 0 * mi 


Wyatt, University of Hawaii; 
high jump—Eleanor Montgom¬ 
ery, Cleveland Recreation De¬ 
partment; broad jump—Edith 
McGuire, Tennessee State Club; 
pentathlon — Barbara Brown. 
New York Police Athletic 
League. 

Girls’ All - America 
14-17): 

50-v^ d dash — -Linda b rad- 
shaw^akiand OakettesTTri^C? 
Sapvdi, Santa Ynez High 
School; 100-Wyomia Tyus, Ten¬ 
nessee State Club; 220-Shirley 
Wilson, Compton, Calif. Track 
Club; 440-Sally Griffith, Santa 
Clara, Calif. Youth Village. 

Javelin—Lurline Hamilton, St. 
Louis Track Club; 50-yard hur¬ 
dles—Tamara Davis, Frederick, 
Md. Track and Field Club; dis¬ 
cus — Nancy Norberg, Pacific 
AA, Palo Alto; shotput—Sally 
Sutton. Los Pocos Diablos, Con¬ 
cord, Calif.; broad jump—Mar¬ 
tha Watson, Long Beach Com¬ 
ets; high jump — Eleanor 
Montgomery, Cleveland Recrea¬ 
tion Department; baseball 
throw — Kathleen Mirko, Los 
Poco Diablos. 









Judges Miss 
Files Protest 

Oakland Oakettes coach Har¬ 
ris Flowers, clamang Bs r 
runner Lynd$ Bradshawj yas 
‘ ‘ completeiyoverlookecTByjudg- 
es in the finish of the Los An¬ 
geles Invitational Track Meet 
Saturday, will file an official 
protest with the Southern Pa¬ 
cific Association of the AAU. 

According to the officials’ rul¬ 
ing, Lynda failed to finish in the 
first four in the race won by 
L.A.’s Diane Wilson. But Harris 
says she couldn’t have finished 
below third in the women’s 60- 
yard dash. 

“I talked to many people aft¬ 
er the race who thought she fin¬ 
ished first or no worse than sec¬ 
ond,” Flowers said today. “The 
first three girls were right to¬ 
gether at the finish and Lynda 
was one of them, but the of- 
f i c i a 1 s completely overlooked 
her. 

“The race was also shown on 
television and the announcer 
called first place a tossup be¬ 
tween Lynda and Rosie Barnes 
(who was awarded second). 

“I delivered a protest to the 
meet director after the race and 
will send one to the SPA,” Flow¬ 
ers said. 

Flowers said he has hopes the 
decision will be reversed, after 
officials view films, but said it’s 
normally done right after the 
race is run. 

“But,” added Harris, “wheth¬ 
er they give it to Lynda or not, 
she’ll beat Wilson the next time 
they meet.” 






Bradshaw 
Sets 3rd 

sc JUtL?- 1964 

ecoj 


Ida i ferad shaw. her third 
Junior Oi^mpT^ys'iratwnal record 
and Denise Paschal blazed to 
her first to highlight yesterday's 
opening of the 14th annual Pa¬ 
cific Association AAU Junior 
Olympics Games at Castlemont 
High School. 

Miss Bradshaw, entering the 
broad jump for the very first 
time in actual competition, 
soared 18-10^ to break the old 
record of 18-6% set by Peggy 
Rankin of San Diego in 1963. 
Lynda also holds Junior Olymp¬ 
ics national senior division rec¬ 
ords in the 100 and 220, which 
she won yesterday in sub-record 

I ' performances. 

Miss Paschal, 15, of the Laur¬ 
el Track Club in San Francisco, 
I continued to show her potential 
j in the 50-yard hurdles, with a 
i 6.8 clocking that shaved one- 
I tenth second off Janell Smith’s 
I old intermediate record set last 
\ year in Kansas. 

I The Laurel pijodigy owns an 
I upset win oven former AAU 
I women’s champi )n Cherrie Sher- 
I rard and Sally G riffith. 

their fiv e 









Special to The Tribune ' 

HANFOBD.^ Fjf et; 

vesterday in'her qualifying heat 
She National AAU Women s 
Championships . equalling the 

meet and American records. 

The 5.8 originally was set by 
Isabelle Daniels of Tennessee 

Sein 1955 and tied by Wyo^ 

Tyus. also of Tennessee State, 

^^Bradshaw also qualified in 

75-yard dash with a wind-aid^ 
8 1 . But Debbie Thompson of 
Frederick. Md.. turned in an 8.1 
in her qualifying heat to break 
the old record of 8.3 and surpass 

Lynd^^^^^ ^ ^ ^^* Coa ch 
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Lypda lBradshaw,Jthe Oak- 
<>ftes~n ^Aial giflii s print cham- 


piorC. will not try a comeback 
to a berth on the Olympic 
te^it, Coach Harris Flowers 
said yesterday. 

"iTynda would need “at least a 
U:4‘*' in the 100 meters to un¬ 
seal *one of the five girls who 
had’ better times than she at 
the U.S. Women’s Olympic 
Trials. Lynda’s best is 11.7. 

An “assembly” meet will be 


held along with the men’s trials 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 12-13, 
where those who didn’t qualify 
in the women’s trials get anoth¬ 
er chance to fill the three-to-an- 
event quota. Lynda’s 11.7 quali¬ 
fies her for another shot at 
Tokyo. 

“I explained to Lynda that it 
would be very hard on her if 
she wanted to beat out the other 
girls,” sipd Flowers. “She de¬ 
cided against it.” 

The Oakette flyer, who won 
the 50 and 75 dashes in the Na¬ 
tional AAU meet, is thought of 
highly by the nation’s best 
women’s coaches. 

If she returns next year, 
which Flowers is hopeful of, 
she has the exceptional start 
and good speed to begin a 
stronger campaign against the 
nation’s best. She’s still young, 
only 17, and hasn’t really ma¬ 
tured as an athlete. 
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Lypda (Bradshaw, J the Oak- 
eFtesri ^i/iial s print cham- 
piScu will not try a comeback 
tn a berth on the Olympic 
teSit, Coach Harris Flowers 
said yesterday. 

’^Cynda would need “at least a 
U:4^' in the 100 meters to un- 
seat‘one of the five girls who 
had ’ better times than she at 
the U.S. Women’s Olympic 
Trials. Lynda’s best is 11.7. 

An “assembly” meet will be 


held along with the men’s trials 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 12-13, 
where those who didn’t qualify 
in the women’s trials get anoth¬ 
er chance to fill the three-to-an- 
event quota. Lynda’s 11.7 quali¬ 
fies her for another shot at 
Tokyo. 

“I explained to Lynda that it 
would be very hard on her if 
she wanted to beat out the other 
girls,” sipd Flowers. “She de¬ 
cided against it.” 

The Oakette flyer, who won 
the 50 and 75 dashes in the Na¬ 
tional AAU meet, is thought of 
highly by the nation’s best 
women’s coaches. 

If she returns next year, 
which Flowers is hopeful of, 
she has the exceptional start 
and good speed to begin a 
stronger campaign against the 
nation’s best. She’s still young, 
only 17, and hasn’t really ma¬ 
tured as an athlete. 








Bradshaw 
Will Have 



^^terN^ fast - stepping j^ynda 
'^Bradshaw legged it to two na- 
"tifmal'-^irls’ sprint titles last 
'^gust. there was talk she had 
received enough honors and was 
calling it a career. 

That’s all there was to it. 
Talk. 

Lynda will be back on the 
outdoor trail this season to com¬ 
pete, for the first time, in wom¬ 
en's track circles. For Lynda, 
according to her coach, Harris 
Flowers of the Oakland Oak- 
ettes, this should be the biggest 
season yet, 

“Lynda’s aiming for the na¬ 
tionals,” said Flowers. “I feel 
she’ll get down to 10.4, or may¬ 
be 10.3, for 100 yard.s—with 
.some hard work.” 

Flowers is trying to .say that 
his prodigy has only begun to 
think about conditioning. She 
will take part in Saturday’s 
outdoor meet at College Park 
High School in Concord with 
less than a week’s preparation 
behind her. 

The 17 - year - old Castlemont 
JttiU rnn the 10 0. tWO f 
lays and possibly enter the 
broad jump. “The accent here , 
is for her to run,” Flowers said. I 
Jn 1964. Lynda had the na¬ 
tion’s best girls time in the 200 
meters, 50-yard dash, tied for 
first in the 100 and was second 
in the 75. She beat her pre¬ 
decessor in the 75, Debby 
Thompson, in the nationals at 
Hanford, where she also won 
the 50. 

Lynda had an 18-10 leap in 
, the broad jump, second best in 
the nation, but since it was 
achieved in a Junior Olympic 
meet it wasn’t submitted. 

Lynda won't turn 18 until 
next month, so she has time to 
1 assault some more girls’ rec¬ 
ords. But her being out of top 
condition makes this seem 
unlikely. 

Several other Eastbay ath¬ 
letes will be in the Concord 
meet. Sally Sutton of Pleasant 
Hill, former national field event 
champion, has been working on 
the javelin since September, 
her father, Frank Sutton, said. 

Gretchen Wallin of Concord, 
Canadian girls’ shot put queen, 
and Cathy Bonner, last year’s 
! Pacific AAU novice javelin 
champion, also have entered. 

, A new association, the Diablo 
I Valley Women’s A.A., the meet 
sponsor, is starting with “neo¬ 
phytes/’ including a promis¬ 
ing 13-year-old, Jerre Lee Shaw 
By DAVE NEWHOUSE 



Oakette Star Goes 
ToTennessee State 



Lynda/feradshaw^e Oakette 


fugh-tly^ Eas""Teceived and 
acceptea"'^-a_ scholarship offer 
from Tennessee State Universi¬ 
ty, a spawning ground for top 
women track and field athletes. 

Lynda, 18, has applied for a 
one-year scholarship offered last 
month by Tennessee coach Ed 
Temple, the 1964 Olympic wom¬ 
en’s coach. 

“I was shocked and happy at 
the same time when Mr. Temple 
phoned me,” said Lynda. 
“Things just can’t be better.” 

Lynda will run with such sta^ 
as Olympic champion Wyomia 
Tyus and Debbie Thompson, who 
with Lynda were the top girl 
sprinters in the nation last year. 

Lynda will major in sociology, 
with an eventual aim to becom¬ 
ing a social worker in the East- 
bay. 

Lynda chose Tennessee State 
for the women’s competition af¬ 
forded her. “The West Coast is 
ideal for girls* competition, but 
there is practically nothing for 
women.” 


The Castlemont High senior 
class president has been over¬ 
loaded with classroom and stu¬ 
dent activities, so has not com¬ 
peted regularly for the Oakettes. 
In 1964, as an Oakette, Lynda 
won two national sprint cham¬ 
pionships and was a member 
of an American record-breaking 
relay team. 

“I’m not sure whether I’ll be 
able to run in the nationals in 
July, what with working com¬ 
mitments.” said Lynda. “But 
Mr. Temple says this is aD right 
as long as I’m ready to run in 
September.” 

Lynda, who wiU have to earn 
her scholarship year-by-year, 
has tentative plans to compete 
all the way through college and 
try for a berth in the 1968 Olym¬ 
pic team. 

With only four days of practice 
last month, Lynda breezed 
through the 50-yard dash in 5.9 
and the 75 in 8.4. In each in¬ 
stance she was less than two- 
tenths of a second off her best 
time last season. 

By DAVE NEWHOUSE 










ions Sprinting To College 


By DAVE NEWHOUSE 
If Jerry Bright was like most 
I kids on the block, he’d rather 
take his chances robbing a bank 
than be caught running with a 
: girl. 

But, Jerry isn’t like mospdd&, 

^ ipJhis respect, and Lynd^^ad- j 
^shaw ^ grateful he isnT^^ j 
These two Castlemont High j 
School seniors, friends since | 
their sophomore years, have ; 
formed a unique relation- ! 
ship towards keeping both in 
condition for college track. Each 
is accepting a scholarship, Lynda 
from Tennessee State and Jerry 
most likely from Arizona State. 

Both individuals have records; 
off the field which makes their 
on-the-field friendship seem 
more digestive. Jerry’s grades 
stay in the B area when he 
isn’t bogged down with track 
and Lynda is senior class presi- 

But, it’s 

their names are more easily 
recognized. Lynda is a three¬ 
time national girls sprint cham¬ 
pion and Jerry rates high 
among the state’s best prep 
sprinters. 

How does a boy convince a 
girl among other things, that 
she’s running incorrectly? Does 
the female tell the male she 
knows more than he does? Jerry 
and Lynda appear to have the 
situation well in hand. 

“I’m just a companion, not a 
coach,” declares Jerry. “I don’t 
really think I’m qualified to tell 
her how to run.” 

Jerry’s credentials might 


speak otherwise: a 9.6 100, 21.6 
220, 49.5 440 ( 48.5 on relay). He’s 
mainly concerned about the fu¬ 
ture. 

“Someday I’m going to be a 
coach and it just might be for 
a girls team,” he points out. 

As far as Lynda’s concerned, 
she has the whole summer to 
run anyway. 

Will the companionship worlt! 
both ways, Lynda offering Jerry i 
advice? “No, I don’t thiQlL-s<^| 
although recently I had to^toHi 
him to hurry up on three 22m 
he was running,” she-offeredr 

“If Lynda was like most girls, 
in track, she’d slow me down,” 
Jerry said. “Since she isn’t 
there shouldn’t be any handi¬ 
cap training with a girl.” 

The schedule works this way:, 
Jeri 7 will help her with starts 
and striding. He might give a 
second thought to starting with 
Lynda, who’s dynamite off the 


blocks. 

He r e a 1 i z e s this. “Tm the 
slowest starter in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia. That’s why I’ll probably 
wind up running the 440 in col¬ 
lege.” 

Lynda’s main job will be to 
pace Jerry. 

The whole thing started a few 
weeks ago when Nick Garedakis, 
Castlemont track coach, saw 
Lynda practicing a speech for 
graduation. He remarked suc- 
cintly, “Lynda, you’re fat!” 

She wasn’t, but his intention 
was to get her working out 
again since her responsibilities 
as class officer were lessening. 
He was convincing, but without 
time to coach Lynda himself, he 
put her under Jerry’s wing. 

Their track patterns of com¬ 
ing up through the ranks arj 
almost similar. 

At Madison Junior High, 
track coach Harris Flowers 


discovered when eighth-grader 
Lynda worked out with the boys, 
she beat them. “Some were so 
embarrassed, they quit the j 
team,” she said. | 

“If she had beaten me, Fd 
have quit too,” said Jerry, who 
also found he had track legs in 
the eighth grade. However, his 
climb wasn’t as rapid, until last 
year, when he took second in the 
220 at the OAL finals. 

He became the best in North- 1 
ern California, despite having I 
to recover from a broken ankle ! 
last summer that few people 
know about. It still pains him 
at times. 

Flowers gave Jerry some 
weight exercises for the ankle, 
so Garedakis wouldn’t know. 

Lynda, like Jerry, will prob¬ 
ably expand her talents to other 
j races, like the hurdles, and 
I maybe the broad jump. 

I At Tennessee State she’ll be 
by Ed Temple, who was 
a classmate of Flowers when 
both worked toward their mas¬ 
ters degrees. 

She’ll be working with some of 
the nation’s top women track 
athletes, on the campus where 
the great Wilma Rudolph devel¬ 
oped the blazing speeds that I 
earned her two gold medals ini 
the 1960 Olympics. 

Flowers thinks Lynda has! 
Olympic capability too, and if; 
she makes it to the games in 
Mexico City in 1968, she’ll have 
Jerry Bright, among others to 
thank. 

It’s possible he’ll be there to 
accept in person. 

























The Game 
'0 In Spain 
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grabs whether he or she would eventually write the 
book “Marry an—American Athlete and See the 
World.” \ 

•>J,ynda Bradshaw was, at the time, a potential 
United^Stai ks Olympig iprint star, a strong young girl 
from EastOaHandwho had equalled American rec¬ 
ord times and earned All-America rating in AAU 
track competition. 

Charles Thomas was a spring-legged basketball 
star at Cal State Los Angeles, leading rebounder for 
three varsity seasons and among the top scorers in 
that fast college conference. 

They met at Pepperdine College, where Lynda 
was a student — a girl on a track scholarship, no less 
—and was dared to invite him to a post-game dance 
honoring the visiting L.A. Staters who had just beaten 
the home team. 

Now they’re part of a little-known jet set, return¬ 
ing in a few days for a third season in Spain. The trip 
is on Charlie and his excellence at his sport, basket¬ 
ball. 

“When I’d caught him, I stopped running,” Lynda 
says of the end of her own sports career. 

Number Two Sport 

Basketball hasn’t replaced soccer-football as the 
number one team sport of Spain but it’s a solid num¬ 
ber two with no other in competition for public ac¬ 
claim and pesetas. 

The Spanish league permits one American athlete 
per club and, although “amateur,” it’s a rewarding 
life. 

The lithe, 6-7 “Carlos Tomas” who plays center 
and forward for Barcelona San Jose Irpen is one of 
Spain’s superstars, the “Maximo Encestador” — call 
it the MVP — for his high-scoring and rebounding 
leadership. He’s the first to win it two years in a row. 

Doug Moe, who starred for the Oaks and is still 
playing pro ball, was a star in Italy. Ira Harge, ex- 
Oaks center, played at one time in Barcelona. Few 
have won the affection of the Spaniards as has 
Charles Thomas. 

“The Spanish sportswriters call Charles ‘La Pan- 
tera Negra,’ the Black Panther, but it’s for his big-cat 
grace on the floor, certainly not for his politics,” Lyn¬ 
da laughs. 

Charles adds a slight peek at the Spanish estab¬ 
lishment. 

“The expression they use is ‘Los que mandan, 
manden,’ which means ‘Those who rule, rule,’ ” he 
said of Franco Spain. 

Cup of Coffee 

Thomas was drafted by the Atlanta Hawks in 1968 






Cup or Corree 

Thomas was draftod by the Atlanta Hawks in 1968 
and had a cup of coffee with Alex Hannum’s Oakland 
Oaks before accepting a bid to play in Spain. They 
don’t regret the turn of events. 

“I doubt if I ever would have become as well 
known here as I am in Spain, after two seasons,” he 
said. 

Being brown and 6-7, with a quick smile, an ath¬ 
lete’s supple grace and a pretty, well-dressed wife is 
to gain instant recognition in Barcelona. Being a 
sports great in Spain is a tremendous plus.. 

“We’re amazed at the warmth and affection of 
the Spanish people. The kids love me,” Charles says. 

The brand of basketball is good, the young Ameri¬ 
can star says, and he’s hardly the “big man” at 6-7. 

“It’s almost as good as our professional level in 
the top, and as good as the outstanding college teams 
otherwise,” he said. “Until a few years ago a lot of 
the teams played outdoors, but most of them, except 
in some parts of France and Belgium, now have fairly 
gpodgy ins and arenas, _ 

' ^^'Keai nuiwrreatsr i think tkatT’ 

the largest. We play to capacity almost everywhere, 
but we only play one game a week — mostly at noon 
on Sundays, preceding the evening football game,” he 
said. Real Madrid is the powerhouse team, too, equiv¬ 
alent to our pros. They took second only to Russia on 
a World Tour last season. 

Test the American 

“The Spanish players are excellent, very quick,” 
he said. “The first year, for an American, is pretty 
difficult in one way. The American has a sports repu¬ 
tation to live up to and they feel they have to test you. 
If you pass, they really respect you. 

“The test involves orienting yourself to the offici¬ 
ating, for one thing. They don’t go for our rugged play 
under the basket, but they do allow more ‘hand¬ 
checking,’ even grabbing quickly and releasing, but 
enough to disturb your play. You learn to accept it 
and then they respect you for it,” he continued. 

“I thought I’d be among the few big guys at 6-7, 
but there are some bigger. The San Sebastian team 
has a big Basque center who’s a 320-pound 7-footer. 
You bang into him and he just grunts and bounces you 
off. There are several other big guys too,” he said. 

Charles shot for a 28-point average and bad a 22- 
rebound average as a rookie, was 26 and 20 last sea¬ 
son, and earned his second “Maximo” award in the 
final game of the season with a red hot 38-point night. 

How much longer? 

“Well, we don’t know. We both speak fluent Span¬ 
ish, there are some advantages to accepting Spanish 
citizenship, and we’re both stud)Hng at the American 
Institute there,” he said. “It’s a good life. We’ll take 
the next fork in the road when we come to it.” 




1 


ynda Will 

5C JUN 

t Did 


JUN 

ccep 


By Waves 

L y n d / Bradshaj^ national ; 
girlS^pi iiiVtlianipIon who grad¬ 
uated Friday night from Castle- 
mont High, has now received a 
second college scholarship offer 
to continue her track prowess, 
aiming for 1968 Olympic Games 
competition. 

Pepperdine College in Los An¬ 
geles, linked with the Los An¬ 
geles Mercurettes Track Club in 
the scholarship offer, is the sec¬ 
ond school with a track program 
interested in the 18-year-old 
sprinter. 

Linda has indicated that she 
will accept the Pepperdine offer. 
Previously she was weighing an 
offer from Tennessee State. 

Fred Jones, coach of the Mer¬ 
curettes, notified Lynda this 
week that she is one of five 
girls to whom a scholarship of¬ 
fer is being made for studies 
at Pepperdine. 

A straight-B student who has 
heretofore concentrated on the 
sprints, Lynda recently devel¬ 
oped potential as a hurdler and 
long-jumper. , 

The Pepperdine program, as I 
outlined to Lynda, includes a col¬ 
legiate scholarship joined with 
competitive membership with 
the Mercurettes, running in 
women’s AAU competition. 

Jones said that others who 
have been offered the unusual 
school-club scholarships include 
Janell Smith of Kansas, Ameri¬ 
can 440 record holder; Marilyn 
White and Diana Wilson of Los 
Angeles, sprinters, and Lynn 
Graham of Los Angeles, shot 
putter. 
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By DAVE NEWHOUSE 
“Classified ads. May I help 
you?” 

The pretty voice offepftg-^a^ 
sistance over the nhmie coulos 
be Oakland’s4^df Bradshaw, 
national girl sprim^ftaiupiuii^ 
and Tribune classified recep¬ 
tionist. 

Lynda’s working at a Tribune 
summer job before leaving on a 
track and field scholarship this 
fall to Pepperdine College. She 
will be a “pioneer” in her field 
where the West Coast is con¬ 
cerned. 

Pepperdine is the first school 
in the West to offer full-time 
scholarships to women track 
athletes. Tuskegee and Tennes¬ 
see State have preceded it in 
time, but their scholarships 
have been inferior compared to 
the Los Angeles school. 

As a national record holder in 
j girls' track and one of the na- 
I tion's best bets for the '68 Olyni- 
j pics in Mexico City, Lynda will i 
I merit a $2,000 four-year educa¬ 
tion. She is a specialist in sprints 
with marks promising more 
national honors ahead. 

Coach Fred Jones said Lynda 
has the most potential of any 
I sprinter he’s ever received. 
Although she has gained no¬ 
table stature in athletics, she's 
just one of a helpful crowd in 
classified ads. 

“Rig^lU now, I rt) on a 



said. T never use my name 
on the phone, just the name oi 
the lady whose desk I'm sitting 
at. But that’s all right, I really 
like the work." 

Her.two years of Spanish at 
Castlemont High, where she was 
senior class president, made her 
a welcome addition. 

“One day a Mexican lady 
came in,” she said. “She 
couldn't speak much English. 
The other girls couldn’t under¬ 
stand a word she said, so they 
asked me to help.” 

“I knew *tres dias’ meant 
three days, and so I was able 
to find out that she wanted 
three days of housework a 
w^eek.” 

Lynda was on the reception 
iesk when a man, his features 
oerplexed, wanted to take out 
an ad. He wrote: 

“Betty: Please come home or 
call. I w^as wrong, Tony." 













a wc;iv^wiiic7 ctuuiLiuii. 

“One day a Mexican lady 
came in,” she said. “She 
couldn't speak much English. 
The other girls couldn't under¬ 
stand a word she said, so they 
asked me to help." 

‘ I knew ‘tres dias’ meant 
three days, and so I was able 
to find out that she wanted 
three days of housework a 
week." 

Lynda was on the reception 
iesic when a man, his features 
oerplexed, wanted to take out 
an ad. He wrote: 

“Betty: Please come home or 
call. I was wrong, Tony." 

“Our rates are 10 words a day 
for $1.40, and he had it right on 
the nose,” declared Lynda. “He 
took the ad for seven days." 

Then there was the little boy, 
about four, who was sitting on 
the counter while his mother 
placed an ad. 

Hearing all the telephones 
ringing and watching people 
run around, he asked, “Mom¬ 
my, is this Disneyland?" 

“I help people word their ads, 
inform them of our special rates, 
take phone messages and do 
everything I’m asked,’' Lynda 
said proudly. 

She leaves Sept. 1 for Pepper- 
dine, where she'll pursue a 
teaching degree in social science. 

Lynda says she'll remember 
her work for reasons other than 
the friends she met. 

“It's my first job ever.” 
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If these final days of May and the early ones of June 
are strange and poignant and climactic for most seniors, 
they are-'^^blKbewildering and emotion-building for 
3radshaw[^enior class president of Castlemont 

High- V . „ . 

Lynda^lS, exceptionally bright, exceptionally strong 
in the inner qualities you’d like your child to have at 18, 
an exceptional young leader—and the only girl fiom 
Oakland and one of the woefully few in the United States 
who’ll go to college on a track scholarship. 

“I haven’t even run this spring, just once,” she ad¬ 
mits with undertones of guilt which idle athletes share. 
“I had made a decision for my senior year that if I were 
going into college it would be on the basis of grades, not 
track records. 

“I decided I could keep getting good grades and still 
take part in student government which I’ve grown to like 
and appreciate for its leadership-building but after get¬ 
ting involved I ran into a lot of demands. Getting^m^ 


balance, and I had to choose. 

“I also thought about Rose Moore and Gale Johnson 
and other girls in the track club who thought if they got 
good grades and were outstanding in track they might 
get scholarship help somewhere, possibly in our own 
colleges in California. They didn’t, so I felt if 1 have to ^ 
get into college on my grade points, I couldn’t run track , 

too.” j 

Great Prospect 

Lynda is not just good, she is a great track prospect. 
Two years ago, just turned 16, she was an AAU All- 
American with a 5.9-second record in the 50. 

A year later she ran a 5.8 in the National AAU quali¬ 
fying meet to tie the American record. That same day 
she ran an 8.2 75-yard race, a tenth under the national 
mark for girls, only t o see an 8.1 top jt.^ 

" M 'l y 

and set a national mark, and when she tried the 50- 
meter hurdles for the first time in competition she ran I 
a 7.6-second flight right behind Denise Paschal, the best 
on the coast, who won it in 7.5. : 

Equally impressive, Lynda is an ^rHculate an i 
serious young woman, whose goals are weU thought out. 

This faU she will enroll at Tennessee State College, a 
track-scholarship athlete, coaching under Ed Temple 
who developed Wilma Rudolph and Edith McGuire and 
Vivian Brown and Isabel Davis and Wyomia Tyus and a 
dozen other great track stars-some of whom she has 
already equalled in the agate-type fame of womens 
track. 


_ 1 . 
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Great Prospect 

Lynda is not just good, she is a great track prospect. 

Two years ago, just turned 16, she was an AAU All- 
American with a 5.9-second record in the 50. 

A year later she ran a 5.8 in the National AAU quali- [ 
tying meet to tie the American record. That same day • 
she ran an 8.2 75-yard race, a tenth under the national 
m ark for gir ls, only to see an 8.1 top it. 

'Ifi'e ■fl'i'Sl " TluI Mmtm 

and set a national mark, and when she tried the 50- 
meter hurdles for the first time in competition she ran 
a 7.6-second flight right behind Denise Paschal, the best 
on the coast, who won it in 7.5. 

Equally impressive, Lynda is an articulate and 
serious young woman, whose goals are well thought out. j 

This fall she will enroll at Tennessee State College, a 
track-scholarship athlete, coaching under Ed Temple 
who developed Wilma Rudolph and Edith McGuire and I 
Vivian Brown and Isabel Davis and Wyomia Tyus and a 
dozen other great track stars—some of whom she has 
already equalled in the agate-type fame of women’s 
track. 

Those with the grace to set aside their disdain for 
women athletes who perspire, and for persons whose 
skin IS nchly pigmented, can pull for this tall, strong 
young Negro girl from Oakland to make it aU the way 
to the 1968 Olympic team. 


'Pleased When You Do Well' 

“Track has been great for me. Being in the^public 
eye helps stimulate you and helps you to get to know 
people,” Lynda says. “It’s surprising, and maybe more 
so when you are Negro, to find that people are ready in- 
terested in you, and are pleased when you do well. 

“When I started running, at Madison Junior High it 
was because I didn’t ready have anything else to do. 
Mr. Flowers was my home room teacher and Engdsh 
and Serial Studies teacher and I got A’s from him and I 
guess he thought I was a student, period. 

f 7 told me to go back and 

study, but I beat some of his best girls, older ones from 
Castlemont who ran on his Oakettes track team, and he 
let me run after that. 

organized the Oakettes, 
parents to ad of us. Without those peo- 
T wlia all of us would just be aimless. I don’t think 

Lrf ^ ^ J! incentive to develop a dttle leader- 

ship to add to my personality. 

But everybody wants to be recognized. With the 
younger girls, my little sister and the kids arouL they 
see how wed I (dd and this gives them a push too!” 

fnv Garedakis, here at Castlemont, has arranged 

ne ran a 9.6 100 m the Fresno Relays, vou know anH 

SUdt ^ 220 or 440 

r7 the time to help me ’’ 

Pleased, but not really surprised There’s a inf nf 
available ia the world of champi ^ '‘'‘P 








By DAVE NEWHJ 
A letter froixjXynd^Bradshaw 
sounds like a trainny 

manual fi'om the Marines. 

The national champion girl 
sprinter from Oakland is now a 
busy freshman at Pepperdine 
College in Los Angeles, and try¬ 
ing to keep up with her readin,’ 
writin* and runnin.* 

She’s training with the Los 
Angeles Mercurettes, an inde¬ 
pendent women’s team coached 
by Fred Jones. 

“We’re preparing for the in- 
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door season five weeks away. I 
certainly hope I’ll be in there.” 
..There shouldn’t be any diffi¬ 
culty. Listen to her practice 
schedule: 

“First we run in the hills, 
which is an oil field. This means 
330 yards up and down, a total 
of eight times. 

“Next we jog a mile, do a set 
of exercises, run six 110-yard 
dashes, then go three continu¬ 
ous times around the track, run¬ 
ning the straightaways and jog¬ 
ging the turns. 

“This completes the WARM¬ 
UP. 

“The day’s work begins with 
ten 330s or twenty-five 220s, de¬ 
pending on the coach’s mood.” 
Lynda then pens in, “(smile).” 

“Now comes ten 110s to cool- 
out or rest. Then it’s 10 starts 
off the blocks, six more 110s at 
a slow pace and we’re finished.” 

Lynda saj^ she gets very de¬ 
pressed at times and “feels like 
quitting.” 

“But Coach Jones has so much 
‘heart,’ so much belief in us that 
1 can’t give it up — I give it all 
I can.” 

“Sometimes he runs with us, 
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working with us psychologically. 
He is a very wonderful coach 
and he has a very strong team 
sofar — (Smile).” 

Lynda, 18, who started under 
another very wonderful coach, 
Harris Flowers of the Oakettes, 
is at Pepperdine on a special pri¬ 
vate scholarship, which finances 


her education for four years, pro¬ 
viding she’ll run for the Mer¬ 
curettes. 

It’s not a forced issue, how¬ 
ever. If a girl is injured or 
must concentrate on her studies, 
making it impossible to run, the 
scholarship isn’t taken away. 

This is a first for women ath¬ 
letes. 

Lynda began working out the 
day school started. She’s now, 
reportedly running more than 
ever before. 

(Jones, in a statement—made 
two months ago, said that Lyn¬ 
da’s the best package of talent 
he's ever received and his aim 
is to get her ready for world- 
class talent and the 1968 Olym¬ 
pics. This would require “much 
more training.”) 

Lynda’s grades are not where 
she wants them — ’’just aver¬ 
age. I’m really having a time 
with history, but so is everyone. 
—(Smile). 

“I don’t get much reading 
done and stiU haven’t gotten the 
‘hang’ of school.” 

Those who know Lynda don’t 
worry. 

(Smile). 


















I Crucial choice: shoot or fight 


|Lady cop 

By Harry Harris 

Tribune Staff Writer 

The first blow from the nine- 
inch oak baton opened up a gash 
on her head and blood spilled 
onto her collar. 

But OaKlandoolice officer 
Lynda ^rumme^hung onto the 
''strugglwgTTianr^wing not to let 
him go, even though none of the 
100 people watching tried to help 
her. 

Then another swing from the 
club caught her scalp and the 
pain was joined by anger. 

“At that precise moment it en¬ 
tered my mind. I was going to 
shoot him,” she said Tuesday. 

But, she said, as she reached 
for her bolstered revolver she 
thought of the controversy over 
killings by police in Oakland and 
changed her mind. 

“The only thing that entered 


s moment 

my mind was we’ve been in so 
much hot water lately with po¬ 
lice shootings.” 

So she let go of her gun, wrest¬ 
ed her baton back from the man 
and, moments later, subdued him 
with the help of other officers 
who arrived. 

^ow Dr^mer, a three-year 
veteran of ^nfe department and a 
former (WoVlc^liss sprinter, is 
angr^ wim ner^f. 

Fa\{ed^w^ it again, she said, 
“I prof^b^would have shot him. 
I donH^think I should have 
thought about not shooting.” 

Police Chief George T. Hart 
said many of his officers “are 
very angry and confused” over 
controversy surrounding fatal 
shootings by policemen. 

“Ihey are trying to conform to 
depaHnrental orders and also 
are worried about how much 


of truth 

support they have from the com¬ 
munity,” he said. “I feel the cri¬ 
ticism is unwarranted and serv¬ 
ing to undermine and confuse 
members of the Oakland Police 
Department.” 

With bandages covering her 
head stitches and her sprained 
wrist and ankle, Drummer, who 

Shooting probe asked, A-7. 


also suffered a mild concussion, 
said she had legal justification to 
shoot. She said she was being 
assaulted with a deadly weapon 
— the baton — and the man 
“had no regard for me.” 

She declared: “You look at me 
now and say hey, you’re alive. 
OK, but if he hit me hard enough 
he could have killed me. I had 
total authority uniter /state law 

See POLICEWOMAk/Back Page 
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Cop on the move- 




This is a cop^Sry. Tx’s aboutan Oakland cop. 

A good cop. A woman cop. 

The reason it’s a sports story is because this 
cop can run. Fast enough to win medals^ Fast 
enough to chase down an 18-year-old male, then 
pin him to the ground after he bashed open her 
head with her nightstick. 

“I ran mv 50 -yard'^h wTHr-a^prained ankle 
and eot him.’’ said Lynda Drumm^ who’s 32. It 
must have been embarr^ing tortfi^ Wd to know 
that a woman subdued him and took him in. i 
sure he'll always remember that.” 

Only after completing her arrest did Drum¬ 
mer visit a hospital for treatment of a two-mch 
gash in her scalp, a concussion stretched hga- 
ments and tendons in the right ankle. She was off 
the job for 62 days. 

“When that kid hit me, his response was sym- 
fjolic of the community’s feeling towards the po¬ 
lice ” said Drummer, a three-year departrnent 
member. “I kept thinking, ‘you're not supposed to 
hit someone who's paid to P'-f ^ct the commimity^ 

“It really affected me. I graduated from the 
police academy with the idea of giving ser^ce to 
the people of Oakland, that they needed me, to 
always think of others before yoiu^elf. 

“We were taught an ideal. We werent pre¬ 
pared for reality, especially when someone hits you 
over the head with your baton.” 

Lynda Drummer had prepared herself for 
something more rewarding than w^t h^ppei^on 
that Nov 20. 1979 night. Like an Olympic medal, 
perhaps. 

Value on education 





she valued an education as much as athletic suc¬ 
cess and concentrated more on school. 

Lynda always was interested in the lesso^ of 
life, even as a little girl. She was raised until the 
age of 10 by her grandparents ^ 
as, where she couldn’t understand why blacks like 
herself had to stand in long lines ^ 
fountains, which released “colored, duly water, 
when-the fountahr -alongslile -it had shorter lines 
and better water. 

She also couldn’t see why she had to walk 
outside to use the bathroom. So she tri^ to re¬ 
arrange what plumbing there was inside the house^ 
When her grandparents caught her trying to saw a 
hole in the floor the size of a toilet, they thought 
the time was right for her to join her parents, 
trying to start a new life in Oakland. 

“My folks both have college degrees-my dad 
teaches at an Oakland junior high—and they want¬ 
ed me to be independent,” she said. 

So Lynda started a school newspaper at Mas¬ 
son Junior High and helped pick a name for the 
school. 

“The vice principal congratulated us on nam¬ 
ing the school after President James Madison, she 
recalled. “All the kids said. Who’s James l^di- 
son?’ We had named it after the Madison, a dance 
Uke the Hustle.” _ , ^ _ __ ^ „„ 






Value on education 



she valued an education as niuch as athletic suc¬ 
cess and concentrated more on school. 

Lynda always was interested in the lessons of 
life, even as a little girl. She was raised until the 
age of 10 by her grandparents in Texarkana, Tex¬ 
as, where she couldn’t understand why blacks like 
herself had to stand in long lines at drinking 
fountains, which released “colored, dirty water,’’ 
when'the fountain -alongsttte-it had shorter 
and better water. 

She also couldn't see why she had to walk 
outside to use the bathroom. So she tried to re¬ 
arrange what plumbmg there was inside the house. 
When her grandparents caught her trying to saw a 
hole in the floor the size of a toilet, they thought 
the time was right for her to join her parents, 
trying to start a new life in Oakland. 

“My folks both have college degrees—my dad 
teaches at an Oakland junior high—and they want¬ 
ed me to be independent,” she said. 

So Lynda started a school newspaper at Madi¬ 
son Junior High and helped pick a name for the 
school. 

“The vice principal congratulated us on nam¬ 
ing the school aiter President James Madison,” she 
recalled. “All the kids said, ‘Who’s James Madi¬ 
son?’ We had named it after the Madison, a dance 
like the Hustle.” 

Lynda approached Harris Flowers, a P.E. 
teacher at Madison, about running in track. Flow¬ 
ers gave her a pair of IOV 2 men’s sneakers (she 
w^ears 6 V 2 women’s) and took her out to the “go¬ 
pher field” at the school. 

Flowers for her work 

“Mr. Flowers thought I was too slow, but 
when I beat all the girls, he bought me some new 
track shoes,” she said. 

Lynda entered Castlemont and served as sen¬ 
ior class president, when she wasn’t running 
Flowers’ Oakettes wnmpn\*^ and travel- 

ii^ aroun,^i Uy. country. 

“I owe Mr. and Mrs. Flowers a lot,” she said. 
“They gave up so much of their time for me and 
fhe other girls.” 

After setting national and Junior Olympics 
sprint records, Lynda enrolled at Pepperdine Uni¬ 
versity. She was a student for three years before 
marrying Charles Thomas, a basketball star at Los 
* Angeles State. 

For the next eight years, they lived in Barce- 
•lona, where Thomas played basketball and was a 
national hero, La Pantera Negra. “We had a home 
in the mountains, an apartment in the city and 
another apartment on the Costa Brava,” said Lyn- 
‘da. “I learned about caviar and the epicurean 
.delights of life. 

fB rs and we were able to 
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When there i^as no more success, Charles 
Thomas was lost. Lynia remembers his drifting 
into another world, sjHfitually and socially. When 
their marriage ended, he showed no emotion. Lyn¬ 
da has no idea where he is today. He has lost all 
contact with his two children, Carlos 12 and Mat- 


son 10. 

“I call it going from the top to the bottom in 
one easy lesson,” said Lynda, describing her life at 
the time. “I sold my car, my fur coat, came back 
to Oakland and started again.” 

As a policewoman, in 1976. She since has 
remarried, to Leon Drummer, also an Oakland ' 
police officer who graduated from Oakland Tech 
and played football at USC. 

“He’s a wonderful guy—all the girls in the 
department tell me that every day,” said Lynda. 
“He’s not a stepfather, he’s a father. The kids love 
him.” 

The Drummers bought a new house in the 
Oakland foothills. Cops who live in Oakland are 
becoming the exception, not the rule. The Drum¬ 
mers know why. Try shopping in a supermarket 
next to someone you busted the night before. It 
happens more often than the public might think. 

“Tm not for bad cops or bad politicians,” said 
Lynda Drummer. “People don’t like to see the 
police defended, but there are a lot of good police¬ 
men.” 

Lynda has returned to work. Inside work, not 
the streets, although she could go back out when 
she’s completely recovered. What happened in No¬ 
vember altered her perspective about her job, but 
not her town. 

“I know Oakland. I know what it’s alxmt,” ^e 
iWl'UuUU flWM Ullu*#*^"' 
community about the police, tell them what we’re 
here for. They’re not sure.” ; 

Lynda Drummer would be good at educating. 

She has a lot to offer. § 

“Like my parents taught me,” she distinctly 
remembers, “I’ll make it not because of what I 
look like or represent, but in spite of it.” 

--z 






Rookie cop admits 
beating report false 

r ^ 1 IbuJ 


By Lance Williams 

Tribune Staff Writer 

A rookie policewoman who 
watched as another woman 
officer was badly beaten tes¬ 
tified Wednesday that her 
original report on the case 
was inaccurate and “a con¬ 
tradiction.” 

But a defense lawyer in the 
case contended that rookie 
officer Victoria Avalos’ origi¬ 
nal report of the incident 
should exonerate his client, 
defendant Melvin Parham, in 
the a4ege€La^ult on Officer 
jyind^DrummeK 

prum?n^rj::eceived head 
injuries anda badly sprained 
ankle in a wild fight with 
Parham that began after he 
fled on foot from a routine 
traffic stop Nov. 19. 

EarUer Wednesday, Drum- 

had managed to grab her 
nightstick and beat her over 
the head with it during a wild 
struggle. 

But Assistant Public De¬ 
fender George Benetatos, 
who represents Parham, told 
the Alameda County Superior 
Court jury that Drummer 
started the fight and struck 
Parham without provocation. 
Parham fought back, Beneta¬ 
tos said, but only to keep 
Drummer from injuring him. 

To back up his assertion, 
Benetatos called a surprise 
witness — Avalos, who as a 
police officer might have 
been expected to testify for 
the other side, the prosecu¬ 
tion. 

Avalos, a trainee who was 
on her first patrol the night 
of the incident, testified that 
she helped Drummer subdue 
Parham — although after her 
partner had been beaten 
bloody. 

That testimony seemed to 
contradict Drummer, who 
testified that Avalos was no¬ 
where in sight during the 
roughest part of the brawl. 


But a bigger contradiction 
came when Benetatos read 
Avalos a passage from her 
police report. In it, Avalos 
said she watched from the 
street as Drummer “pulled 
out her short baton and pro¬ 
ceeded to subdue” Parham. 

That seemingly backed up 
the defense contention that 
Parham fought back after 
Drummer had started club¬ 
bing him. 

But in her testimony. 
Drummer emphatically said 
that in the struggle, Parham 
snatched her baton off her 
belt and beat her with it. She 
said she finally pulled it from 
his hands and only then began 
hitting back. 

On cross-examination from 
prosecutor French Stone, 
Avalos renounced her police 
report. 

Avalos said. “I wrote what I 
thought she should have 
done.” 

“That was not what you ac¬ 
tually saw?” Stone asked. 

“No, it’s not,” Avalos said. 

Avalos also reluctantly ad¬ 
mitted she was nervous dur¬ 
ing the encounter near the 
corner of 14th and Willow 
streets. 

She said she spent much of 
the fight trying to call for 
help on a radio channel that 
was jammed with broadcasts 
from firefighters battling a 
nearby blaze. Although she 
had other radio channels 
available, she never thought 
to switch frequencies, Avalos 
said. 

The attack on Drummer 
was a matter of community 
controversy because it oc¬ 
curred during last year’s de¬ 
bate over police shootings of 
sus|)ects. 

At the time. Drummer told 
reporters she felt she should 
have shot Parham when he 
attacked her — but balked 
because of all the criticism of 
the department. 







Man sentenced 
for attacking cop 


By Lance Williams 

Tribune Staff Writer 

Melvin Parham received a lec¬ 
ture and two years’ probation 
Wednesday on his conviction for as- 
s^ttitmg^akland police officer Linda 
Dri^m^ in an incident thatSoc^ 
curfeiL^t the height of last fall’s 
controversy over police shootings. 

Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Wilmont Sweeney told the de¬ 
fendant “both you and the officer 
were at fault” for the Nov. 19 free- 
for-all. 

Parham clubbed the woman with 
her baton while she tried to arrest 
him after a routine traffic stop. 

Drummer, who sustained head 
and ankle injuries, later said she 
should have shot Parham — but hesi¬ 
tated because of the criticism direct¬ 
ed at police for shooting suspects. 

Parham had faced a felony 
charge of assault on an officer. In a 
compromise verdict, a jury convicted 


him of misdemeanor assault. 

Judge Sweeney said he decided on 
a “mild sentence” because Parham 
had already served 150 days in coun¬ 
ty jail awaiting trial. 

He told the defendant, “Anytime 
an officer places you under arrest, 
you have a duty to submit ... you 
can seldom if ever win an argument 
with the police on the street.” 

The judge did not elaborate on 
why he thought Drummer was at 
fault for the incident. 

In the trial, Drummer testified 
that Parham grabbed her baton and 
began clubbing her without provoca¬ 
tion, while her partner, rookie officer 
Victoria Avalos, stood by helplessly. 

Avalos’ testimony conflicted with 
Drummer’s on several points. In ad¬ 
dition, Avalos testified she had filed 
a false police report on the incident. 
The defense had used Avalos’ report 
to bolster Parham’s claim of self- 
defense. 





